
Our Values 

The culture of rugby is unique and enables people to immediately identify what sets 

our sport apart from the rest. It is the centerpiece for the sport’s future as it encourages 

inclusion, camaraderie, and diversity while highlighting the fundamental elements of 

the game. Through this culture the game thrives, lifetime bonds begin, and passionate 

rugby members are created.  

For our sport to be successful, everyone must know and fully embrace the core values 

that the culture is founded. It is the responsibility of coaches, players, referees, 

administrators, and fans to uphold and exceed these standards at all times both on and 

off the field. 

Community: Rugby provides opportunities that lead to life-long friendships and 

stronger networks which transcends cultural, geographical, and political differences. It 

creates a passion for the sport and a sense of belonging in the rugby family.  

Respect: Our community shows those around us compassion and empathy. We care for 

ourselves and each other at all times, showing humility and kindness both on and off 

the field.  

Sportsmanship: We believe in treating people as you’d like to be treated. No matter 

the outcome of a game or practice, the actions of the players, coaches, fans, and 

referees should always exemplify positive interactions within our community.  

Integrity: Our members hold a standard of doing the right thing even when no one is 

watching. We believe all members are accountable for their actions, understanding 

their actions have an affect on others, and holding others to these standards. 

Inclusion: Rugby Washington is honored to have a diverse membership of players, 

coaches, referees, and fans. We are committed to creating and promoting inclusion for 

all regardless of race, sex, age, gender identity, disability, sexual orientation, or 

religious beliefs. We celebrate the differences that make our members unique and 

special, as does the sport of rugby. With this commitment, rugby has the ability to grow 

and become a voice of change in the region. 



Our Actions 

In order for us to uphold our values, we need to follow certain actions that display what 

Rugby Washington stands for each day. There are so many ways to demonstrate our 

values, however below are specific actions agreed upon by our community leaders. 

These actions are not limiting to the various other positive actions that could be taken 

both on and off the field. 

Community 

Rugby has unique traditions that are demonstrated from grassroots all the way 

to the professional level. To the best of our ability, all members will set a 

standard to organize and attend post-game meals, player of the match awards, 

and any other special celebrations hosted on game day. 

Our members will strive to be part of the larger Rugby WA community by 

participating in meetings, professional development sessions, community 

events, and other similar events. 

Our members will create a positive impact in the community by participating in 

community service events, assisting in fundraisers, sharing resources for success, 

and other activities that boosts our community for the better. 

Respect 

Our players, coaches, referees, and fans will interact with each other in positive 

ways that demonstrate all our values. 

Our members and fans will only engage with the referees in a respectful manner 

during appropriate times.  

Sportsmanship 

Our players will encourage teammates through celebrating accomplishments, 

cheering on improvements, and understanding mistakes happen. 

Our players and coaches will shake hands with the opposing team and thank the 

referees after each match. 



Integrity 

Our coaches and referees will understand and follow the Laws of the Game and 

the modifications to the Laws based on age level. 

Our players, coaches, and referees will arrive to games on time and ready to 

participate accordingly. 

Our coaches will have organized practices that are setup before the official start 

time. 

Our members will ensure that everyone in their local community knows and 

follows Rugby WA and USA Rugby’s Code of Conduct. 

Inclusion 

Our members and fans will always make sure they conduct behavior that makes 

others feel like they belong on the field, with the team, and in the larger rugby 

family.  

Our leaders will actively welcome players and parents to the field, making sure 

to build relationships between them and their club families. 

Clubs will create a fun and competitive environment at practices by 

incorporating games whenever possible and appropriate age-based learning 

activities.


